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PRESS RELEASE 

The NASH Education ProgramTM announces the launch of the first 

International NASH Information Day on June 12, 2018: Save the 

date! 

 

 A day to raise awareness around NASH, a widespread but little known disease, 

with severe consequences although characterized by a silent progression 

 

 Intended for the general public, individuals at risk, patients and families, and 

targeted to involve more than 20 cities across Europe, the U.S. and other 

countries 

 

 To be organized with the support of KOLs, learned societies, patient associations, 

and all stakeholders involved in the clinical management of NASH patients  

 

 On-going discussions with several pharmaceutical companies to co-lead the 

initiative and maximize the outreach 

 

Lille (France), Cambridge (Massachusetts, United States), July 13, 2017 – GENFIT 

(Euronext: GNFT - ISIN: FR0004163111), a biopharmaceutical company at the forefront of 

developing therapeutic and diagnostic solutions in metabolic and inflammatory diseases, that 

notably affect the liver or the gastrointestinal system, today announced that The NASH Education 

Program, the endowment fund GENFIT has launched in 2017, will organize the first International 

NASH Information Day on June 12, 2018 with the support of prominent stakeholders in the field. 

NASH affects millions of people worldwide and is a leading cause of chronic liver disease in western 

countries, with severe consequences such as cirrhosis, liver cancer, and cardiovascular events, 

potentially leading to death.  

Today, GENFIT is recognized as a leader in the NASH field by KOLs and healthcare-specialized 

investors, thanks to its comprehensive approach built upon: 

- one of the most advanced therapeutic program in the NASH space, with the first-in-class 

compound elafibranor currently being evaluated in a Phase 3 trial in NASH and fibrosis, 

following an encouraging Phase 2b that showed a unique combination of (1) efficacy on 

NASH resolution, (2) a favorable safety & tolerability, and (3) benefit on cardiovascular risk 

factors; 

 

- a unique IVD (in-vitro diagnostic) program which entered into the development phase in 

June 2017, aimed at providing a simple and cost-effective blood test to a broad community 

of clinicians to easily identify NASH patients eligible for treatment; 
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- The NASH Education Program, an ambitious disease awareness initiative focusing on NASH 

launched by GENFIT in March 2017. 

Building on the success of 2017, 2018 will be a ramp-up year for The NASH Education Program. 

The first International NASH Information Day is designed to spread scientific and medical 

knowledge one step further, with events that will feature informative and educational activities 

across several cities and countries at the same time. 

GENFIT has already received the support of many prominent NASH KOLs across the globe, many of 

whom have already been closely associated with the activities driven by The NASH Education 

Program in the first half of 2017.  

Collaborations with other parties – including learned societies, patient associations, hospitals and 

specialized centers – will also contribute to the success of this initiative. 

Recent initiatives include: 

- Work with ELPA (European Liver Patient Association) in the context of the first European 

Policy Summit on non-alcoholic fatty liver disease held in May 2017 in Brussels European 

Parliament. Prof. Sven Francque, President of the Scientific Committee of The NASH 

Education Program invited two patients to share their experience with summit participants 

including European Commissioners; 

 

- Collaboration with EASL (European Association for the Study of the Liver), through the 

organization of a large educational symposium in April 2017 in Amsterdam;  

 

- Ongoing discussions with several pharmaceutical companies involved in NASH, for 

structuring transversal projects through patient-centric approaches placing physicians at 

the forefront. 

 

Jean-François Mouney, Chairman & CEO of GENFIT, and President of The NASH Education 

Program commented: “We are proud to make a new step in our effort to develop disease 

awareness around NASH, for optimized patient outcome. Not only are NASH patients left with no 

treatment today, but they cannot even find appropriate information about their disease and have 

trouble making themselves understood when explaining their condition. 2017 was aimed at 

evaluating the needs in the space, and at initiating the process. 2018, with the first International 

NASH Information Day, will be a year of even greater accomplishment and collaboration with 

multiple stakeholders. The interest and support expressed by several parties after the launch of our 

first initiatives in 2017 is definitely an encouraging sign showing that a large transversal 

mobilization across the ecosystem is possible. 

Today, because elafibranor has a strong potential for first line treatment, and also the potential to 

serve as a solid foundation for combination therapy, it is GENFIT’s responsibility to anticipate and 

address unmet needs in the NASH and fibrosis space. GENFIT’s leadership means that we have 

acquired a certain level of expertise. And as a pioneer in NASH disease awareness, our role today is 
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to shape the space, i.e. develop a vision of the future patient journey, including market access for 

the benefit of the patient.” 

ABOUT NASH 

 

“NASH”, or nonalcoholic steatohepatitis, is a liver disease characterized by an accumulation of fat 

(lipid droplets), along with inflammation and degeneration of hepatocytes. The disease is 

associated with long term risk of progression to cirrhosis, a state where liver function is diminished, 

leading to liver insufficiency, and also progression to liver cancer. 

ABOUT THE NASH EDUCATION PROGRAMTM  

 

The Nash Education ProgramTM is an endowment fund created end of 2016 by GENFIT, with the 

objective to develop disease awareness initiatives around NASH, and as such address unmet 

information needs across a large set of stakeholders in the disease. Its investments should allow 

the fund to play an active educational role in the acquisition, production and dissemination of 

medical and scientific knowledge, towards the medical community, patients, and general public, 

under the supervision of a scientific committee.  

 

Visit our website 
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